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Principal’s Overview - 2021 School Year 
The Compulsory phase of schooling, currently Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 provides students with many new and exciting 
opportunities for participation. Through our Paving Pathways to Success Junior Secondary curriculum model, 
students have a real choice in determining the course that best meets their individual needs and helps them to 
fulfil their vocational goals and dreams. 

 
While students experience increasing flexibility of subject choice as they progress through Year 7 to Year 12, we 
have developed our Junior Secondary programs according to the philosophy of middle schooling which assists 
students in making the transition to the senior years through a commitment to: 

 

 Developing and challenging each student’s: 

o Literacy skills (reading and writing) through innovative extension and engagement programs 
in a rich curriculum environment  

o Numeracy skills by embedding core skills in each subject area and differentiating the 
curriculum to ensure all students can actively engage and achieve 

o ICT skills (Information Communication Technologies) through investment in our 1:1 laptop 
program and Year 7 Digital Literacies program 

 Setting high expectations for learning, uniform and behaviour through our 5P approach (Being Productive, 
Prepared, Positive, Punctual and Proud). 

 
Year 7 and 8 students sample a range of subjects throughout the year. The Junior Secondary curriculum in our 
school is organised around eight curriculum Learning Areas: English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities and 
Social Sciences, The Arts, Health and Physical Education, Languages, and Technology. These Learning Areas 
provide students with the best opportunity to acquire the essential knowledge, skills and understandings for 
future success in Years 11 and 12. 

 
As students move into Years 9 and 10 they will be given an opportunity to select elective subjects from a broader 
range of Learning Areas including The Arts, Creative Industries, Business and ICTs. Although there is increased 
choice, all students retain the core subjects in the Learning Areas of Mathematics, English, HPE, Science, 
Humanities and Social Sciences. The greater flexibility offered in learning pathways allows students to achieve a 
range of career and life goals. “Exceptional Learners” in Year 10 can accelerate their learning by accessing 
subjects from Year 11 and 12 to prepare for university course participation in Years 11 and 12. 

 

Our school day starts at 8:45am and is currently structured around 5 learning blocks that allow teachers to focus 
on developing and extending literacy, numeracy and thinking skills. The school day finishes at 2:45pm allowing 
students extra time to manage their study, sport, recreational and family commitments. 

 

This booklet is a valuable resource and provides details of the courses that may be selected to make up a 
student's learning pathway across Year 7 to 10. Students are urged to read the detail carefully and consult widely 
before finalising selections. I am convinced that your course of study at our school will bring great benefits to 
you personally and professionally in the future. In the end success at school involves a healthy combination of 
regular attendance, hard work and commitment mixed with fun and enjoyment. 

 
This is an exciting and culturally vibrant school community where all students are challenged to work towards 
our school vision of achieving “Quality Pathways to Success”. I trust that your time at Yeronga State High School 
is an enjoyable and rewarding experience. 

 

 

Terry Heath 
Principal 
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The Junior Secondary curriculum described in this booklet has been guided by key middle schooling principles 
and belief that the compulsory years of schooling provide a broad-based general education paving pathways to 
a successful transition into the senior school and beyond…. 

 

Guiding Principles include: 
 

 A continuing emphasis on developing Literacy, Numeracy and Information and Communications 
Technology skills for use in a range of learning situations.

 Understanding that individual students are important. Curriculum pathways must be appropriate to the 
needs and abilities of each student, including processes to enable students to progress at varying 
rates.

 Students’ career options should be kept open for as long as possible.

 Success comes from commitment and effort.

 Students should be involved in the selection of their course of study and must accept ownership of and 
responsibility for their learning.

 Student efforts throughout these years of schooling will be recognised and celebrated through the 
Yeronga State High School end of Term Reports and presentation of Academic and Effort and Behaviour 
Awards at the end of each Semester.

 

Curriculum Structure 
 

Our school timetable is organised around seven subjects each semester. A semester is half a year or six months. 
 

The structure focuses on eight curriculum Learning Areas, providing students with an excellent coverage of a 
broad range of subjects. 

 

Students select six-month long semester units. These units are targeted at specific year levels, each progressively 
more complex.  
 
In this Handbook 

 

After the introductory pages, each learning area has a section. In each section you will find: 
 

 Subject maps – a visual look at the relationship of each semester unit to all the units in a particular 
subject. Links are shown in the diagrams and should be read from top to bottom.

 Subject lines – a description of the subject content, assessment, relevance to future pathways and 
approximate additional costs.

 Recommended pre-requisites – advice about which Junior Secondary subjects are necessary for 
successful study of specific senior subjects.

 

 
Organisation of Junior Secondary Curriculum 

Paving Pathways to Success 

Rationale 
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A Message to Students 

 
Choosing Subjects 

There are many important decisions to make at school. Some of the most important are subject selections. In 
Junior Secondary and Year 10, semester units are selected to make up a course of study suited to your interests 
and abilities. In the Senior phase of learning, six subjects are selected and are studied continuously for two years. 

 
These are important decisions as they may affect the type of occupation or career path you can follow when you 
leave school. Your selections also directly affect your happiness and success while at school. 

 
As an overall plan, it is suggested that you choose subjects which: 

 you enjoy 

 you have already had some success 

 will help you reach chosen career/s, or at least keep many careers open to you 

 will develop skills, attitudes and knowledge useful throughout your life. 

 
  Homework 

The only person who is going to make you succeed is YOU! That means you take responsibility for your own 
learning. You should expect to do some schoolwork at home each day. This work will include set tasks, personal 
reading, assignments, reading ahead in your texts, preparing for tests and general study. 

 

The suggested weekly minimum time for homework in Years 8-10 is 8 hours (about 1½ hours per night). Half an 
hour of this time should involve reading, either a novel of your choice or the daily newspaper. 
 

Compulsory Schooling 

The Education Act of 2006 states that all young people must attend school until they are sixteen years of age or 

have completed Year 10, whichever comes first. This means that students must normally plan to stay at school 

until they have completed Year 10. Exemptions from compulsory schooling can only be made in exceptional 

circumstances. Parent need to apply to the school to organise this. Students cannot just stop attending school 

for any reason before the end of their compulsory schooling without obtaining an exemption.  

 

From the Guidance Officer 

Students and parents are encouraged to make appointments with the Guidance Officer and/or Heads of 
Department to discuss subject selections and future career plans. 

The following websites are valuable resources: 

Australian Jobs – https://www.employment.gov.au/australian-jobs-publication 
 

Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority – Student Connect 
https://studentconnect.qcaa.qld.edu.au/12689.html 

 

Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre - http://www.qtac.edu.au/ 
 

My Future: www.myfuture.edu.au 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.employment.gov.au/australian-jobs-publication
https://studentconnect.qcaa.qld.edu.au/12689.html
http://www.qtac.edu.au/
http://www.myfuture.edu.au/
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Years 7 and 8 – 2021 

 
In Years 7 and 8, English, Humanities and Social Sciences (HUM), Mathematics, Science, Health and Physical 

Education (HPE) and Languages, Philosophy and Reasoning, are all core subjects. 
 

Year 7 - students select one (1) elective subject from either the Performing Arts or Technology learning areas.  

Year 8 - students select two (2) elective subjects from: Digi Minds, Visual Art, Design Technology, Industrial Skills-   wood, 

metal, plastics, Music, Technology Food Studies, Robotics, Drama.  

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is embedded across all subjects. 

 

Subject Selection is made at the enrolment interview with the Deputy Principal or Head of Inclusive Practices (HIP) 
for all new students. 

 Subject Time 
1. Core English or EALD English  

 Year 7 320 mins/week 

 Year 8 220 mins/week 

2. Core Mathematics or EALD Mathematics  

 Year 7 320 mins/week 

 Year 8 220 mins/week 

3. Core Humanities & Social Science or EALD Humanities  

 Year 7 120 mins/week 

 Year 8 160 mins/week 

4. Core Science or EALD Science  

 Year 7 110 mins/week 

 Year 8 220 mins/week 

5. Core Philosophy & Reasoning  

 Year 7 60 mins/week 

 Year 8 60 mins/week 

6. Core Health and Physical Education  

 Year 7 220 mins/week/semester 

 Year 8 110 mins/week/year 

7. Core Chinese  

 Year 7 110 mins/week/year 

 Year 8 110 mins/week/year 

8. Core Digital Literacies  

 Year 7 110 mins/week/year 

1. Elective Year 7  

 Choose one of: MAD (Music & Drama), Music, FAM (Film 
and Media) 

220 mins/semester 

 Year 8  

 Choose two of Digi Minds, Visual Art, Design Technology, 
Industrial Skills – wood, metal, plastics, Music, Textiles & 
Food Studies, Robotics, Drama. 

220 mins/each semester 

 
Subject Selection Process for all students in Years 7, 8 and 9. 

 

1. Heads of Department speak to students about the subject selection process and core content covered 

in the subjects offered. The Guidance Officer is available for consultation. 

2. Curriculum Handbooks and subject selection forms are uploaded on school website. 

3. Students make their subject selections via OneSchool on their school laptop. 

4. Students will be notified if their selected subject is not going ahead – second preference subject will be 
actioned. 
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Year 9 – 2021 

 
Year 9 provides students with opportunities to develop their knowledge of core subjects while also pursuing 

studies in areas of particular interest. English, Mathematics, Science, Humanities and Social Sciences (HUM) 

and HPE are core subjects. These subjects have embedded units of ICT. Students must also select four 

electives from the list below (2 each semester). 

 

 Subject Time 
1. Core English or EALD English 220 mins/week 

2. Core Mathematics or EALD Mathematics 220 mins/week 

3. Core Science or EALD Science 220 mins/week 

4. Core Humanities & Social Sciences 220 mins/week/semester 

5. Core Health and Physical Education 220 mins/week/semester 

1. Elective Choose Two from:  

 Visual Art, Ask -Extension English (year-long subject), 
Digiminds, Woodwork and Furnishings, Drama, Textiles & 
Food Studies, Philosophy and Reasoning 

220 mins/week/each semester 

 

2. Elective Choose Two from:  

 Chinese, Drama, Introduction to Business & Economics, 
Metalwork, Design Technology, Media Arts 

220 mins/week/each semester 

 
 
 
 
  



8  

 

                                                  Year 10 – 2021 

 
In Year 10 students will study the core units of English and Mathematics and select their other subjects 

based on their study plans in Year 11 and 12 or career aspirations.  

 

In total students will elect to study eight (8) other subjects over the course of the year.  Four subjects 

each semester. Students must select at least ONE subject from Humanities and Social Sciences, Science, 

and Health and Physical Education (minimum THREE in total). The remaining FIVE (5) subjects can come 

from any learning area. 

The focus of all subjects is preparation for Years 11 and 12. Students will also develop an understanding and 

skills in health and welfare issues, study to prepare them for the world of work, and for planning their career 

pathways. 

 

 

 Subject Time 
1. Core English or EALD English 220 mins/week/year 

2. Core Mathematics or EALD Mathematics 220 mins/week/year 

3. Core  Sciences  220 mins/week/semester 

 Students must choose at least one subject from: 

Biology, Introduction to Psychology, Physics, Chemistry, 
Science 

 

4.     Core Health and Physical Education  220 mins/week/semester 

 Students must choose at least one subject from: 
Health and Physical Education, Introduction to Fitness and 
Recreation or Physical Education Preparation 

 

5.      Core Humanities, Social Sciences  220 mins/week/semester 

 Students must choose at least one subject from: 

Geography, Legal Studies, Modern History, Ancient 
History, Philosophy, Civics & Legal Studies 

 

1. Elective Technologies and Business 220 mins/week/semester 

 Students can choose remaining subjects from: 
Information & Communication Studies, Introduction to 
Diploma Business, Economics and Business, Intro to 
Accounting  

 

2. Elective Creative Industries 220 mins/week/semester 

 Students can choose remaining subjects from: 

Visual Art, Visual Art in Practice, Drone Futures, Textiles & 
Food Studies, Engineering, Automotive, Design 
Technology, Woodwork & Furnishing, Media Arts,  

 

3. Elective Performing Arts 220 mins/week/semester 

 Students can choose remaining subjects from: 

Music, Music in Practice, Drama, Drama in Practice,  

 

4. Elective English 220 mins/week/semester 

 Students can choose remaining subjects from: 

ASK (Extension English), Literature, EALD Skills for English, 
EALD Academic English, 
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Yeronga State High School Subject List 
Years 7 - 10 

 
 

     English   Mathematics   Science 

 English 
 EALD English 
 Literature (10) 
 ASK Extension English 

(9,10) 

 Mathematics 
 EALD Mathematics 
 Extension Mathematics 

 Science 
 EALD Science 
 Physics (10) 
 Chemistry (10) 
 Biology (10) 
 Intro to Psychology (10) 

 

 Humanities Creative Industries  Performing Arts 

 Humanities & Social 
Science 

 EALD Humanities 
 Modern History (10) 
 Ancient History (10) 
 Philosophy  
 Geography (10) 
 Legal Studies (10) 

 Design Technology 
 Woodwork & Furnishing 
 Metalwork 
 Automotive  VET (10) 
 Media Arts 
 Visual Arts 
 Visual Arts in Practice  VET 

(10) 
 Drone Futures VET (10) 
 Engineering VET (10) 
 Textiles & Food Studies 

 

 Music 
 Music in Practice (10) 
 Instrumental Music 
 Drama 
 Drama in Practice (10) 

 

    Technology and Business  Languages     Health & Physical    
Education 

 Information & 
Communication Technology 
(10) 

 Intro to Accounting (10) 
 Introduction to Business and 

Economics (9) 
 Intro to Diploma Business 

VET (10) 
 Business Studies (10) 
 Robotics (8) 
 DigiMinds 
 

 Chinese 
 Vet Chinese (10) 

 Health and Physical 
Education 

 Intro to Fitness & 
Recreation VET (10) 

 Physical Education 
Preparation (10) 
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English is a compulsory subject through Years 7 to 10. We offer EALD English subjects for students from language backgrounds 
other than English who require language support. These classes reflect topics offered in the mainstream classes, as described 
below. 
  

Years 7 to 10 English are organised into separate semester units, leading to Semester 2 in Year 10 when students will be 
introduced to Senior English concepts. 

COURSE OUTLINE and ASSESSMENT 

Year Topic Description Assessment Length 
7 Poetry, Songs and Social 

Comment

 

Students listen to, read and interpret a variety of 
poems and songs that present different perspectives 
on a variety of social issues. Students analyse the text 
structure and language devices used in the poem/song 
to create particular effects and meaning. 

Persuasive 
Written 

400 – 500 words 

 Children’s Stories 

 
Students listen to, read, view and discuss a variety of 
media texts that explore the representation of people, 
events and issues through visual, language and textual 
features. 

Short Storytelling 2-4mins 

 Twelfth Night – 
Manga 
Shakespeare 
 

Students view, read and interpret a Shakespearean 
play and demonstrate their understanding of the play 
in an analytical response that examines themes, plot 
and the role of characters.   

Analytical Short 
Response 

400-500 

words 

 Autobiographical Novel Study: 
War 
Horse  

Students read a novel and examine how the 
characters are shaped by people, events and places. 
They examine and evaluate narrative viewpoint, 
characterisation and plot structure to create a literary 
podcast. 

Response to 
Literature Podcast 

2-3mins 

     

8 Novel Study: Teen 
Representation 

Students read and analyse teen representations and 
moral dilemmas in a novel. They examine and 
evaluate how narrative viewpoint, characterisation 
and plot structure are used to convey themes and 
position the reader. 

Analytical Essay 
Written 

500-600 words 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=x%2bdlJE1e&id=0FA71AB790698FF073E14167AD23EC2307879911&thid=OIP.x-dlJE1eFds0sqThWp3KAwHaHb&mediaurl=https://wowlit.org/wp-content/media/ZibaBoat_cover.jpg&exph=1900&expw=1893&q=picture+books+&simid=607988981003848336&selectedIndex=36
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=q042b1Pl&id=63DE3D3DC1E56940C3DEFC1527C0570C78D7C4CF&thid=OIP.q042b1PlZ3sEeuOggEFrtwAAAA&mediaurl=http://ecx.images-amazon.com/images/I/51iv%2Bhqe7SL._SY344_BO1,204,203,200_.jpg&exph=346&expw=248&q=gary+crew+the+water+tower&simid=608052443398213576&selectedIndex=11
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=2Y1igC5g&id=F1200B1D8DCCFE7A9802B9AE618175685247B77B&thid=OIP.2Y1igC5gDAQ8f2a0IsmQ9AHaI7&mediaurl=http://planningwithkids.com/wp-content/2012/08/The-Little-Refugee.jpeg&exph=270&expw=224&q=the+little+refugee+picture+book&simid=608044497722281053&selectedIndex=4
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=DjGHe8bI&id=B53FDC97D927E54AE1B91DD7C6E4703D4F0F06C9&thid=OIP.DjGHe8bIBDbXKfOa0ZJrZgAAAA&mediaurl=http://covers.booktopia.com.au/big/9780733320736/dust.jpg&exph=436&expw=300&q=dust+colin+thompson&simid=608046340275242525&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=hknRVyqG&id=51860973C8A97BCF9110AAE8C9C8FDDE87ACBC65&thid=OIP.hknRVyqG4Huc8hehdswUrQHaKg&mediaurl=http://www.mangashakespeare.com/images/tn_01.jpg&exph=460&expw=324&q=manga+shakespeare+12th+night+&simid=608036990141794046&selectedIndex=3
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=4j3Ovzqq&id=BBBBC475D267148819657535082F3F1436E4EF65&thid=OIP.4j3Ovzqq1Ksv12ev5iLkoQHaFj&mediaurl=https://d1e4pidl3fu268.cloudfront.net/3c6f0a63-a4b2-4bd0-af05-1051b05eb177/warhorse990135l.crop_1622x1216_0,0.preview.jpg&exph=1216&expw=1622&q=war+horse&simid=607990608789112901&selectedIndex=62
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=GFj9Hie5&id=16072E8BBF09170765250DDFBED38CBA32FE6C9B&thid=OIP.GFj9Hie5JtoufUZvlzOHXQHaLY&mediaurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-19Q_xuA2DoM/Tf6D4x_1bVI/AAAAAAAAAGU/jZ7rl9Nk84M/s1600/DontCallMeIshmael2011.jpg&exph=1181&expw=768&q=don't+call+me+ishmael&simid=608051545774950736&selectedIndex=30
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Angus,_Thongs_and_Full-Frontal_Snogging
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Holes_(novel)
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 Graphic Novel Study: Hugo Students view, listen to and read The Invention of 
Hugo Cabaret to examine visual literacies, language 
and textual features of a graphic novel, in order to 
create their own graphic intervention. 

Spoken Graphic 
Short Story 
Intervention 

3-4mins 

 Literature that Influences 
 

In this unit students investigate world cultures, 
specific to Asia. They examine viewpoints and 
perspectives through various texts, to reflect on and 
challenge societal values, attitudes and beliefs. 
Students also examine the roles and relationships of 
individuals from different parts of the world. 

Reflective 
Response Written 

500-600 words 
 

 Indigenous 
Perspectives 

 

In this unit, students listen to, read and interpret a 
variety of literary texts about Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples' histories and cultures to 
examine authorial style. Students also explore themes 
of interpersonal relationships and ethical dilemmas. 
 

Persuasive Radio 
Script 

3-5mins 

     

9 Speculative 
Fiction 

 

Students listen to, read and view a variety of 
information texts and speculative fiction texts. 
S tudents examine how authors of literary texts use 
text structures and language features to present 
information, opinions and perspectives about issues 
that provide insight into human nature and give a new 
outlook on life, such as those commonly represented 
in works of speculative fiction. 

Imaginative Short 
Story Written 

500-600 words 

 This Matters 
 

Students investigate social, cultural and political issues 
that matter to them, in order to craft a persuasive 
argument that convinces an audience to take action 
on an issue. 

Persuasive Speech 
Spoken 

3-4 mins 

 The Scales of Justice: 12 Angry 
Men 
 

Students explore the scales of justice by reading and 
viewing 12 Angry Men and investigate moral and 
ethical dilemmas faced by the characters in the play. 

Spoken 
Monologue 

3-4 mins 

 Novel Study – The Human 
Experience 
 

Students read a novel and examine how the 
characters are shaped by attitudes, values and beliefs. 
They examine and evaluate how narrative viewpoint, 
characterisation and plot structure, shape human 
experiences.   

Analytical Essay 
Written 

500-600 words 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ASK – Extension English 
 

 

This subject is for students who seek to extend their 

English writing skills and build field knowledge in ICT 

components, such as photography, graphics, editing 

and layout for visual effect. Students gain skills in 

different writing forms, interviewing, collaboration 

and creative thinking. The culminating task is the 

production of the ASK magazine. 

 

 
 

 

  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=T7MUrgJi&id=11EBCAEC739F13935F6FFFAC0A909CC9C3B8FEC3&thid=OIP.T7MUrgJiQVIQjVBjZAoYRQHaKO&mediaurl=http://cdn.movieweb.com/img.product/DV9XwZv8aRR4da_1_l.jpg&exph=690&expw=500&q=hugo+film&simid=608003622533660736&selectedIndex=3
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=1eRq5GkF&id=7D37058A757BD7858B6828284F3554D762816774&thid=OIP.1eRq5GkFOPdAzUmHJTBkSwHaLS&mediaurl=http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_ceTVv4E6Y4w/S-u79HGH61I/AAAAAAAABv8/wuzW8hYzw5o/s1600/24099%5b1%5d.jpg&exph=1600&expw=1050&q=mao's+last+dancer&simid=608014274106492390&selectedIndex=2
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=8ECy4xyj&id=72C6F795E0A9EC799BE3AC8A0CA8138595BD8971&thid=OIP.8ECy4xyjTkW33OU4Z-fL-wHaLh&mediaurl=http://images.gr-assets.com/books/1358738526l/1182481.jpg&exph=400&expw=257&q=unpolished+gem&simid=607994882300250931&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=NE6XsQrC&id=869DA66D056AD5372AADAA6B760F0419A8F74BA9&thid=OIP.NE6XsQrCbwNpgyX7pgyMfgHaLY&mediaurl=https://ccrsbteenchoice.files.wordpress.com/2018/01/mamala.jpg&exph=2560&expw=1666&q=malala&simid=608021416615217103&selectedIndex=107
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=b12eIfqJ&id=7B463542AC73194C662EFF05E00DCB6E61437247&thid=OIP.b12eIfqJwRLQqO4MjaI82wHaHc&mediaurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-P0hvX2Q-ynU/Te8h_8cAKFI/AAAAAAAABSE/Tz8VzuyREqA/s1600/hiroshima%2bstory.JPG&exph=1600&expw=1592&q=hiroshima+stories&simid=608055810652899846&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=izSChoTw&id=849A8212B827F9BDA87A4935017FFD5FA0FA0AA6&thid=OIP.izSChoTwifLLppZzb3y3ZQAAAA&mediaurl=https://images-na.ssl-images-amazon.com/images/I/51Qpu-VKXzL._SX218_BO1,204,203,200_QL40_.jpg&exph=287&expw=220&q=the+rabbit+shaun+tan&simid=608037325157698428&selectedIndex=212
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=pqWP7q9y&id=032CF9FE5977CEBDF96D68228B210775C1719070&thid=OIP.pqWP7q9y20TlEllZnPZ6-QHaK5&mediaurl=http://www.australiancurriculumlessons.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/rabbit_proof_fence_stolen_generation_text1.jpeg&exph=755&expw=513&q=Rabbit-Proof+Fence&simid=607994951021494779&selectedIndex=13
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=QDt%2bwme6&id=60B0C3280FBED546C5DBB7B18CECF4CCD069586C&thid=OIP.QDt-wme6a6GtjNDLPbTPoAHaKC&mediaurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/56/83/48/5683487033774651ab5522bc6716b408.jpg&exph=800&expw=590&q=oodgeroo+noonuccal+poetry&simid=608040426133521567&selectedIndex=29
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=hpx0vU6z&id=F6DED4FE1D2F20B16F71B772B18757B129DACC89&thid=OIP.hpx0vU6zNsYmay0yk6DLNQHaHa&mediaurl=https://lastfm-img2.akamaized.net/i/u/300x300/908d8d72d3514848b99a6238d34a393f.png&exph=300&expw=300&q=archie+roach+song&simid=608018590497246346&selectedIndex=3
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=rnQUGBUq&id=424DD12133FED5EABAE0264178A3581A9706F059&thid=OIP.rnQUGBUq_IIFy3p-FFZ0NgAAAA&mediaurl=http://www.philsp.com/data/images/t/tomorrow_speculative_fiction_199301.jpg&exph=460&expw=342&q=speculative+fiction&simid=608019608375527459&selectedIndex=31
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Historical+Fiction&FORM=R5FD6
https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=http://www.bequiamysteries.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/11/science-fiction-genres-300x224.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.bequiamysteries.com/blog/writing/science-fiction-thoughts-on-the-genre/&docid=WojTkxeaEtqNWM&tbnid=FBzhWy5K1uIM7M:&vet=10ahUKEwicu8Sm95jkAhUXTY8KHTn9DREQMwiNASgyMDI..i&w=300&h=224&bih=607&biw=1280&q=speculative%20fiction%20genres&ved=0ahUKEwicu8Sm95jkAhUXTY8KHTn9DREQMwiNASgyMDI&iact=mrc&uact=8
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=FqZSarlF&id=9C34F43B3854E2AEA59B6D165A976EAD79E521FA&thid=OIP.FqZSarlFbCtrlknqq7TtzQHaFW&mediaurl=https://www.quotemaster.org/images/b6/b649c11ec6c2e943fccae9540f4f0444.jpg&exph=469&expw=650&q=social+issues&simid=608035169059147712&selectedIndex=5
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=UGuOTm8h&id=581DBB5440C92F776D8267AEE9916223876BC90E&thid=OIP.UGuOTm8hp6m9Bty4fkSBgQHaFm&mediaurl=https://www.england.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/03/what-matters-to-you-eng-730.png&exph=552&expw=730&q=what+matters&simid=608041143366387003&selectedIndex=27
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=8DXvc1JY&id=A8C4A8A10CD47877516478128C548E793C505535&thid=OIP.8DXvc1JYvBWAwG9_3YKWDgHaLG&mediaurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-qr5hN-DsX4w/Vley1RMQk0I/AAAAAAAAFbs/Dd4t3CXZVvA/s400/12angrymen.gif&exph=400&expw=267&q=12+angry+men&simid=608032420293576293&selectedIndex=59
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=IPhsy3/H&id=E6A01BBB0A61F7BB57F5AB6AFEB6291B309A7C86&thid=OIP.IPhsy3_Hkic1CdZzb99stAAAAA&mediaurl=http://www.lexisnexis.com/legalnewsroom/resized-image.ashx/__size/500x400/__key/telligent-evolution-components-attachments/13-66-00-00-00-00-03-38/Gavel-and-scales-of-justice-isolated-on-white.jpg&exph=300&expw=300&q=the+scales+of+justice&simid=607987516412988605&selectedIndex=61
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=iBBN8Koh&id=0FAF83777549D53EE9746B61CE1FAB2978AD5E54&thid=OIP.iBBN8KohsOsFkt-lRJlO8AHaLb&mediaurl=http://readingaustralia.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2015/09/Deadly-Unna-book-cover.jpg&exph=2244&expw=1455&q=deadly+unna&simid=607995663978466095&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=wwjyS/NH&id=7034B0879B3EBD9460DEDE2A9D26AA967FC9F534&thid=OIP.wwjyS_NHUiPrHVM2G24u2gHaME&mediaurl=https://inyrmargins.files.wordpress.com/2011/12/outsiders-17.jpg&exph=2007&expw=1232&q=the+outsiders&simid=608002407051890163&selectedIndex=62
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=e38vZUyn&id=15C650536810236CF18B2C598C8A1A1C0A9AA89E&thid=OIP.e38vZUynpv6r1uDIcT9VrgHaLe&mediaurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-DFRBkiOaSpM/UFJldnuGEEI/AAAAAAAAAKg/gUKhMjtPHIg/s1600/Parvana.jpg&exph=609&expw=393&q=parvana&simid=608006122180511431&selectedIndex=2
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10 Novel Study: 
Exploring historical, 
social and cultural 
representations 

Students read a novel and examine the historical, 
social and cultural representations in the text. They 
examine and evaluate narrative viewpoint, 
characterisation and plot structure to create a 
narrative intervention. 

Imaginative Short 
Story Intervention 

600-700 
words 

 Responding to 
representations of people, 
events and issues in 
advertising 

and media 
texts 
 

Students listen to, read, view and discuss a variety of 
media texts that explore the representation of people, 
events and issues through visual, language and textual 
features. 

Spoken Response 4-5mins 

 Reading and interpreting a 
Shakespearean play 

 

Students view, read and interpret a Shakespearean 
play and demonstrate their understanding of the play 
in an analytical response that examines themes, plot 
and the role of characters.   

Analytical Essay 
Written 

600-700 words 

 Poetry 
 

Students read Steven Herrick’s, The Simple Gift; 
accompanied by other poetry texts. Students analyse 
how voice, language and textual features are used to 
evoke an emotional response. 

Spoken 
Monologue  

3-4mins 

 Literature Students focus on the study of literary texts, becoming 
creative learners and thinkers who appreciate the 
aesthetic use of language, analyse perspectives and 
evidence, and challenge ideas and interpretations. 

  

 
RELEVANCE TO FUTURE PATHWAYS 
The English program is sequential and over three years explores a range of genres and social contexts appropriate to the 
increasing level of maturity and language competence of students. 
 

The course reflects the core elements of the Australian curriculum and will encourage students’ development as language 
learners. Students will engage with a range of texts over the three years using resources which are spoken, written, visual and 
electronic. Activities in units of work and assessment tasks will involve students reading, writing, listening, speaking and viewing 
for a range of purposes and audiences. Through the study of genres such as media, film, prose and poetry they will develop their 
skills as critical readers, viewers and listeners and learn how language works to position readers/listeners to feel and think a 
certain way. 
 

This course will provide students with the skills to communicate effectively in the workplace as well as to cope with the 
demands of Senior English. 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS 
None 

  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=wK8GCScs&id=F076107BF564BAC443B7EA0D388A84B2891AD02E&thid=OIP.wK8GCScs-4LhS9MaMH80OgHaLX&mediaurl=https://readwatchplay.files.wordpress.com/2013/05/purple-threads.jpg?w%3d600&exph=921&expw=600&q=purple+threads&simid=608033871975418198&selectedIndex=16
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=YphylB%2bU&id=9A045EAF2C07A5C77D0DCA4781A2BE2FB1733852&thid=OIP.YphylB-UcjSNBU9ikOyMCgHaMJ&mediaurl=http://inekeclewer.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/of-mice-and-men.jpg&exph=2138&expw=1303&q=of+mice+and+men+novel&simid=608039919324368344&selectedIndex=164
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=WvEsdkUG&id=8583B69580F02C93A22D17B591B2D1ABEE83D303&thid=OIP.WvEsdkUGU3-0IQZlkP0kdwHaK9&mediaurl=http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-E06TwGtKzD4/Tpau6qR6BKI/AAAAAAAAAL4/X1VXzA0FRj0/s1600/TheHelpPoster.jpg&exph=1600&expw=1081&q=the+help+novel&simid=608015601227402583&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=855LG6xK&id=065EFB1955E40721EB43DD0ABC7D2FF133B9F977&thid=OIP.855LG6xK5CYHq_kv6f7n_wAAAA&mediaurl=http://prodimage.images-bn.com/pimages/9780734412119_p0_v2_s1200x630.jpg&exph=630&expw=401&q=gary+crea+inner+circle&simid=608027038665739101&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=jcLCjK0U&id=F41E700F4D545D6E1725518ACDD8FE1537CB2729&thid=OIP.jcLCjK0Up8eUTHK6FI_nBAHaDS&mediaurl=http://10xhydro.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/media_news.jpg&exph=400&expw=900&q=news+media&simid=608011920426207568&selectedIndex=4
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=tJVL1cS9&id=414F41999840250F9B595894C09F5D939B75C6BD&thid=OIP.tJVL1cS9vPjwMRkUOWO_NQHaGV&mediaurl=http://careersamosa.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/3d-pyramid-advertising-media.jpg&exph=1111&expw=1300&q=advertising&simid=608002793576533134&selectedIndex=4
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=/dyKswGq&id=EAE34482E0E0A9DC643D058868B74BCF695B3945&thid=OIP._dyKswGqCx40OnAF5sYRqgHaLH&mediaurl=https://hollywoodsuite.ca/wp-content/posters-cropped/02982.jpg&exph=1200&expw=800&q=romeo+and+juliet&simid=608013062905005690&selectedIndex=28
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=fsJzVR6e&id=2D4113BB3887CE672592EF4270E04607A1B9BBD0&thid=OIP.fsJzVR6eTo_n0c0mbJhorgAAAA&mediaurl=https://images.booksense.com/images/166/368/9781500368166.jpg&exph=400&expw=267&q=much+to+do+about+nothing+shakespeare&simid=608026591976425285&selectedIndex=1
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=JfUT6nHs&id=7C1DDE0D742750D69ECFC01E6B2DFB98FD6E37D4&thid=OIP.JfUT6nHscVHIwvhGbh_bjQHaM1&mediaurl=http://media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/736x/f0/45/c0/f045c00457a953fc8e6fc047040b1194.jpg&exph=660&expw=381&q=the+taming+of+the+shrew&simid=608026089452079569&selectedIndex=23
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=o%2bxxzT9S&id=D9AF7CC67F08A0E094F2CD1970E92F353A033338&thid=OIP.o-xxzT9S1V_C59tn1ljZVQAAAA&mediaurl=http://childrensbooksdaily.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/the-simple-gift.jpg&exph=400&expw=259&q=the+simple+gift&simid=608020527500365425&selectedIndex=0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=%2bZi6gfLa&id=33278BD38C11778AFEEC2A82ED6199BA26796D69&thid=OIP.-Zi6gfLaLo45K59bREEboQHaE7&mediaurl=https://www.readinghouse.com/images/easyblog_articles/22/poetry-word_20160321-201054_1.jpg&exph=1131&expw=1698&q=poetry+&simid=608001105668408078&selectedIndex=62
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=X9fp0d69&id=F9A0E60C4A565F33E6F6B31BA18EEEF1888ECA2C&thid=OIP.X9fp0d69rLE-rKInGR1WxAAAAA&mediaurl=https://d1w7fb2mkkr3kw.cloudfront.net/assets/images/book/lrg/9780/7022/9780702237072.jpg&exph=400&expw=261&q=gracey+by+james+moloney&simid=608005958977457756&selectedIndex=2
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Students in Years 7 to 10 will study content specified by the Mathematics syllabus of the Australian Curriculum. As the course is 
primarily sequential, students will need to know and remember definitions, formulae and standard results as well as practise routine 
procedures and applications. Close attention must be given to class work and homework in both learning and in practice. 

COURSE OUTLINE and ASSESSMENT 

Year Topic Description Assessment Length 
7 Term 1 

 Integers 

 Indices  

 Statistics  

 Addition and subtraction of integers.  

 They make the connections between whole numbers and index notation 
and the relationship between perfect squares and square roots.  

 Students determine the sample space for simple experiments with 
equally likely outcomes and assign probabilities to those outcomes.  

 They calculate mean, mode, median and range for data sets. They 
construct stem-and-leaf plots and dot-plots. 

 They describe the relationship between the median and mean in data 
displays. 

 Exam 

 PSMT 

10 weeks 

 Term 2 

 Fractions 

 Percentages 

 Probabilities  

 They solve problems involving percentages and all four operations with 
fractions and decimals.  

 Students use fractions, decimals and percentages, and their equivalences. 
They express one quantity as a fraction or percentage of another. 

 Exam 10 weeks 

 Term 3 

 Financial maths 

 Algebra  

 They compare the cost of items to make financial decisions.  

 Students represent numbers using variables.  

 They connect the laws and properties for numbers to algebra. 

 They interpret simple linear representations and model authentic 
information. 

 Students solve simple linear equations and evaluate algebraic expressions 
after numerical substitution. 

 Exam 

 PSMT 

10 weeks 

 Term 4 

 Geometry  

 Geometric proof 

 Students describe different views of three-dimensional objects.   

 Students use formulas for the area and perimeter of rectangles and 
calculate volumes of rectangular prisms. Students classify triangles and 
quadrilaterals. 

 They solve simple numerical problems involving angles formed by a 
transversal crossing two parallel lines.  

 They assign ordered pairs to given points on the Cartesian plane.  

 They name the types of angles formed by a transversal crossing parallel 
line. 

 Exam 9 weeks 

     

8 Term 1 

 Integers 

 Percentage 

 Geometry 

 Solve everyday problems involving rates, ratios and percentages 

 Students solve problems involving profit and loss. 

 Students convert between units of measurement for area and volume. 
They perform calculations to determine perimeter and area of 
parallelograms, rhombuses and kites 

 They name the features of circles and calculate the areas and 
circumferences of circles 

 Exam 

 PSMT 

10 weeks 

 Term 2 

 Indices  

 Algebra 

 Probability  

 They recognise index laws and apply them to whole numbers. They 
describe rational and irrational numbers 

 Students model authentic situations with two-way tables and Venn 
diagrams  

 Students determine complementary events and calculate the sum of 
probabilities. 

 Exam 10 weeks 

 Term 3 

 Algebra 

 Linear Algebra 

 They make connections between expanding and factorising algebraic 
expressions  

 They simplify a variety of algebraic expressions. They solve linear 
equations and graph linear relationships on the Cartesian plane 

 Exam 

 PSMT 

10 weeks 
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 Term 4 

 Statistics  

 Geometry 

 They make sense of time duration in real applications 

 They choose appropriate language to describe events and experiments. 
They explain issues related to the collection of data and the effect of 
outliers on means and medians in that data. 

 Students solve problems relating to the volume of They identify 
conditions for the congruence of triangles and deduce the properties of 
quadrilaterals prisms. 

 Exam 9 weeks 

     

9 Term 1 

 Geometry 

 Linear Algebra 

 Students calculate areas of shapes and the volume and surface area of 
right prisms and cylinders. 

 They find the distance between two points on the Cartesian plane and 
the gradient and midpoint of a line segment 

 They sketch linear and non-linear relations. 

 Exam 

 PSMT 

10 weeks 

 Term 2 

 Algebra 

 Trigonometry 

 They expand binomial expressions  

 Students explain similarity of triangles. They recognise the connections 
between similarity and the trigonometric ratios  

 They use Pythagoras’ Theorem and trigonometry to find unknown sides 
of right-angled triangles 

 Exam 10 weeks 

 Term 3 

 Statistics 

 Indices  

 Students compare techniques for collecting data in primary and 
secondary sources. 

 They make sense of the position of the mean and median in skewed, 
symmetric and bi-modal displays to describe and interpret data.  

 Students apply the index laws to numbers and express numbers in 
scientific notation 

 Exam 

 PSMT 

10 weeks 

 Term 4 

 Probability 

 Transformations  

 Students calculate relative frequencies to estimate probabilities, list 
outcomes for two-step experiments and assign probabilities for those 
outcomes. They construct histograms and back-to-back stem-and-leaf 
plots. 

 Solve problems involving simple interest 

 They interpret ratio and scale factors in similar figures. 

 Exam 9 weeks 

     

10 Term 1 

 Linear Algebra 

 Algebra 

 They make the connections between algebraic and graphical 
representations of relations 

 They expand binomial expressions and factorise monic quadratic 
expressions.  

 They find unknown values after substitution into formulas. 

 They perform the four operations with simple algebraic fractions. 
Students solve simple quadratic equations and pairs of simultaneous 
equations 

 Exam 

 PSMT 

10 weeks 

 Term 2 

 Trigonometry  

 Probability   

 They use triangle and angle properties to prove congruence and 
similarity. Students use trigonometry to calculate unknown angles in 
right-angled triangles   

 Students list outcomes for multi-step chance experiments and assign 
probabilities for these experiments. They calculate quartiles and inter-
quartile ranges. 

 They describe bivariate data where the independent variable is time. 

 Exam 10 weeks  

 Term 3 

 Statistics 

 Geometry 

 Students describe statistical relationships between two continuous 
variables. They evaluate statistical reports. 

 They compare data sets by referring to the shapes of the various data 
displays  

 Students solve surface area and volume problems relating to composite 
solids 

 They recognise the relationships between parallel and perpendicular 
lines 

 Students apply deductive reasoning to proofs and numerical exercises 
involving plane shapes 

 Exam 

 PSMT 

10 weeks 

 Term 4 

 Indices  

 Functions 

 Students recognise the connection between simple and compound 
interest. 

 They solve problems involving linear equations and inequalities 

 Exam 8 weeks  

10A Extension to the 10 content  10A is intended for students who require additional content to enrich and 
extend their mathematical study whilst completing the common Year 10 
curriculum. It is not anticipated that all students will attempt the 10A content, 
but doing so would be advantageous for those intending to pursue 
Mathematical Methods or Specialist Mathematics in the senior secondary 
years.  

  

 
RELEVANCE TO FUTURE PATHWAYS 
The concepts learnt, together with problem solving and higher order thinking skills, assist students in identifying and undertaking 
pathways for their senior education. The course will provide students with the skills to be a numerate member of society and to 
engage with mathematical ideas in their everyday life. 
 
 
ADDITIONAL COSTS - A Scientific calculator is needed for Mathematics. 
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Science continues to transform our world, especially through technology. It is a powerful way of generating and organising 
knowledge and a significant contributor to the cultural and intellectual development of our society. 
 

Science is above all the product of imaginative human endeavour entailing much trial, effort and modified ideas. Students of Science 
need to be resourceful, have an open mind and come equipped to cope with present and future change. 
 
Science is a Core Subject in Years 7, 8, 9 and prepares students for the senior subjects, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Psychology (2022) 
and Science in Practice. To better facilitate this, students who wish to study general science subjects will study one semester courses in 
year 10 in Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Psychology which will be a pre-requisite for those subjects in year 11. Other students will undertake 
a one semester core science course which will prepare them for the applied subject Science in Practice. 

 

COURSE OUTLINE and ASSESSMENT - CORE 

Year Topic Description Assessment Length 
7 Classification of organisms How living organisms are organised by physical features, using 

dichotomous keys, different levels of classification, food chains and webs  
 

Exam 
 

I Hour 

 Solutions and mixtures Recognizing differences between pure substances and solutions, defining 
solutes and solvents with examples, exploring and using a range of physical 
separation techniques 

 
Practical Exam 

 
1 Hour 

 Forces and simple machines Balanced and unbalanced forces, free-body diagrams showing forces 
acting, investigating simple machines such as levers, effect of gravity on 
objects 

 
Experimental 

report 

 
2 weeks 

 Earth in space and the 
seasons 

Solar and lunar eclipses, tides, seasons, phases of the moon, day and year 
length, comparing revolving times for the Earth and moon. 

 
Exam 

 
 1 Hour 

     

8 States of Matter States of matter, particle model, physical and chemical changes, periodic 
table, chemical equations 

Exam 1 Hour 

 Rocks and Minerals Minerals, crystals and their properties, growing crystals, igneous, 
sedimentary and metamorphic rocks, weathering and erosion, rock cycle 

Scientific report 
Practical exam 

1 week 
 

1 Hour 

 Energy Forms of energy, energy conversions, energy efficiency, chemical potential 
energy in food 

Exam  
Practical test 
and write up 

1 hour 
2 lessons 

 Cells and Reproduction Structure of plant and animal cells, using microscopes, diffusion and 
osmosis, reproductive cells, plant and animal reproduction, sperm 
production, menstruation. 

 
Exam 

 
1 Hour 

     

9 Heat and Electricity Heating of solids, liquids and gases, insulation, voltage, current, resistance, 
series and parallel circuits 

Exam 1 Hour 

 Optics Reflection, plane and curved mirrors, refraction, convex and concave 
lenses, locating images, ray diagrams 

Exam 1 Hour 

 Radioactive Isotopes Particles of the nucleus, isotopes, radioactivity, uses of radioactive 
isotopes 

Designing a 
brochure 

2 weeks 

 Earth Movements Continental plates, activities at plate boundaries, volcanoes, measurement 
and detection of earthquakes  

 
Exam 

 
1 Hour 

 Ecosystems Ecosystems, habitats, biotic and abiotic, food chains and webs, observing 
flora and fauna in different ecosystems 

 
Assignment 

 
2 weeks 

 Body systems Circulatory and nervous systems, excretory system, homeostasis Exam 1 Hour 

 Chemical Reactions Acids, bases and their reactions, pH definition and measurement, 
exothermic reactions, endothermic reactions 

Exam 
Experimental 

Report 

I Hour 
1 week 
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10  
core 

Renewable energy Voltage, current and power, wind turbines, solar cells, energy efficiency, 
fair testing of designs 

Experimental 
Report 

1 week 

 Genetics Chromosomes, mitosis, meiosis, DNA, genetic disorders, dominant and 
recessive genes, trait predictions, pedigrees 

Exam 1 Hour 

 Rates of Reaction Factors affecting rates of reaction including temperature, surface area and 
concentration, particle theory 

Experimental 
Report 

1 week 

 The Universe Constellations, life cycles of stars, Hertzsprung-Russell diagrams, theories 
of the universe 

Exam 1 Hour 

 

YEAR 10 Elective Science Subjects 

Biology 
Examine the fundamental unit of all living organisms, its chemical composition and how organelles contribute to the structure and 
functioning of cells.  
 
Examine the relationship between DNA, genes and the physical characteristics of an organism. Construct pedigrees to track 
heritable traits through generations. 
 
Examine the physiology of a number of human body systems and their inter-connectedness. 
 

 

 

Physics 
The study of the relationships between motion, forces, and energy. Using Newton’s Laws and the Law of Conservation of Energy to 
predict how a force affects the movement of an object.  
 
Examine the components and rules behind the operation of series and parallel circuits 

Consider the relationship between the focal distance, object and image distances of mirrors and lenses. 
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Chemistry 

Examine the atomic structure and properties of elements, including how they are used to organise the periodic table. Explain the 
different types of chemical reactions that produce a range of products at different rates. 

Examine the terms oxidation and reduction in the light of the corrosion or iron process. 

 

 
 
Psychology 
Psychology as a profession, scientific method and research methods, ethical considerations, data collection, analysis, interpretation 
and representation, history and philosophy of psychology. 

Human consciousness and cognitive processes, attention, memory function and disorders, examining experimental research. 

 
 
 

RELEVANCE TO FUTURE PATHWAYS 
The study of science can lead to major scientific fields such as engineering, genetics, medicine, dentistry, environmental science, 
surveying, nanotechnology, geology, exercise science, psychology and computer science. Other related fields include teaching, 
electrician, hairdressing, personal training and laboratory technicians. 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS 
There will be excursions and incursions carried out in each year level that will involve transportation and organisational 
costs. No more than $40 per year. 
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Humanities & Social Sciences (HUM) includes the traditional subject areas of Civics, History, Geography and Business. Humanities & 
Social Sciences is designed to allow students to take an active interest in their modern world and to become active and informed 
citizens of Australia. Students will work on a range of activities and inquiries where they investigate both Australian and Global 
issues. The program is designed to equip students with the complex thinking and problem-solving skills required in future society. 

COURSE OUTLINE and ASSESSMENT 
Year Topic Description Assessment Length 

7 Ancient world How do we use sources to analyse historical events, 
societies, change and continuity? 
 

Primary Source 
Analysis 

Short response exam 

 Ancient Rome How did Roman change and continuity affect ancient 
and modern society, groups and individuals? 

Task A – Historical 
Skills Portfolio 
Task B – Museum 
Presentation 

Portfolio and presentation 

 Water in the world How are water, people and the environment 
interconnected? 

Exam - Two short 
response to stimulus, 
climate graphs and 
maps 

Short response exams 

 Civics and 
Citizenship 

What is democracy and how can we contribute to 
Australia’s political and legal system. 

Extended response - 
Draft argument to 
change legal or 
governmental policy 

300-400 words 

     

8 Landforms, 
Landscapes and 
Changing Nations 

Examine the changing relationship between the 
environment and people. 
 

Investigative report 300-500 words 

 Medieval Europe To analyse the factors that led to the construction of 
medieval society and investigate the social changes in 
medieval Europe as a result of the Black Death. 
 

Primary Source 
Analysis 
Short Response 

Short response exam 

 Feudal Japan Analyse and evaluate the cultural, social and economic 
characteristics of Feudal Japan. 
 

Research assignment 
and presentation 

Booklet and 3 minutes 

 Civics and 
Citizenship 

Studying features of Australian democracy, including 
the law-making process. National identity, varying 
beliefs and our desire for active citizenship contribute 
to the formation of this system. 
 

Persuasive letter 300-600 words 

     

9 Industrial revolution To analyse the causes and effects of a development of 
the Industrial Revolution between 1750 and 1901 
 

Research assignment 
and presentation 

4-5 minutes and 400-600 
words 

 WWI To analyse the events of WWI and develop knowledge 
of how key ideas such as nationalism shaped the 
modern world. 
 
 
 

Response to stimulus 
exam 

Short response 
Extended response essay 
300-600 words 
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10 Modern History WWII & Kokoda  
To critically exam the events of WWII and analyse the 
consequences of conflict both globally and in Australia. 
 
Civil rights & Mabo 
An exploration of the origin and significance of human 
rights as well as the background to the struggle of 
Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
for rights and freedoms. 

Response to stimulus 
exam x 2 

Short response 
Extended response 400 
words 
Extended response 800 
words 
 

 Geography Environmental Change and management 
An examination of human activities that impact the 
environment, how people change and manage the 
land. 
 
Geographies of human wellbeing 
An examination of how spatial variation between 
places and changes in environments can be explained, 
what management options exist for sustaining human 
and natural systems into the future and how world 
views influence decisions on how to manage 
environmental and social change. 

Response to stimulus 
exam 
 
Multimodal 
presentation 
 

Short response 
Extended response 400 
word 
 
Research and report 800 
words 

 Ancient History Ancient Greece 
Exploration into the workings of Ancient Greece. What 
were the causes and effects of the key events in 
Ancient Greece and what sources from that time 
reveal? 
 
Ancient civilisation 
TBA 

TBA 
 

TBA 

 Civics and legal 
studies 

Civics and active citizenship 
An exploration into how Australia's political system 
enables change and an examination of the ways 
political parties, interest groups, media and individuals 
influence government and decision-making processes. 
 
Criminal law 
An exploration of state and federal criminal law, the 
systems that support the rule of law and how they 
work. 

Research assignment 
 
Combined response 
exam 

700 words 
 
Short answer 
Extended response 500 
words 

 

RELEVANCE TO FUTURE PATHWAYS 
Students who partake in Humanities and Social Sciences can go on to work in careers such as law, engineering, architecture, 
journalism, conservation, land management, local government, mining, meteorology, real estate, tourism, urban planning, 
advertising, media, teaching/education, UN, banking, stock broking, small business, trade, accounting, and business management. 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS 
Field excursions will involve a cost. 
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Philosophy 
 
In Years 7 and 8, students participate in one lesson of philosophy a week. In Year 9 and 10, students select philosophy as an 
elective. Grounded in research, the teaching of philosophy directly addresses the general capabilities of the Australian Curriculum.  
Involvement in the UQ Philosothon is optional and available for interested students who wish to compete individually or as a team. 

COURSE OUTLINE and ASSESSMENT 
Year Topic Description Area of Philosophy Assessment 

7 The Bunyip of 
Berkeley’s Creek 

An introduction to the community of Inquiry 
Themes: existence, identity 
Reasoning Skills: Forming Questions, reason giving, 
seeking clarification, necessary and sufficient 
conditions, 

Metaphysics, Epistemology Weekly written 
reflections, 
Participation and  
Extended Written 
Response 
 

 Duck Rabbit Themes: How do we see? Belief and Knowledge 
Reasoning Skills: Counter-examples, distinctions, 
making assumptions, drawing conclusions 

Epistemology, logic and 
reasoning 

Weekly written 
reflections, 
Participation and  
Extended Written 
Response 
 

 Blowin’ in the 
Wind 

Themes: An exploration of the value of war, peace and 
freedom. 
Reasoning Skills: listing and testing criteria, forming 
definitions, forming analogies 

Metaphysics, ethics Weekly written 
reflections, 
Participation and  
Extended Written 
Response 
 
 

 Who Cares? The Heinz Dilemma – Is it ever okay to steal? 
Themes: Caring about care, justice 
Reasoning Skills: reasoning diagrams, distinctions 

Ethics, Social/Political Weekly written 
reflections, 
Participation and  
Extended Written 
Response 
 
 

     

8 The Perils of 
Indifference 

Themes: Individualism vs Collectivism: An exploration 
into social action and social inaction. 
Reasoning Skills: Making distinctions, using criteria, 
building analogies, deductive reasoning 
 

Social/Political Weekly written 
reflections, 
Participation and 
Extended Written 
Response 

 Theseus’ Ship Themes: Identity and Change 
Reasoning Skills: forming generalisations, testing 
generalisations with counter-examples, making 
inferences, hypothetical reasoning. 

Metaphysics, ethics, logic Weekly written 
reflections, 
Participation and  
Extended Written 
Response 

 Mao’s Last 
Dancer 

Themes: What influences our perspective and 
perception? 
Reasoning Skills: Making distinctions, forming criteria, 
questioning 

Epistemology Weekly written 
reflections, 
Participation and  
Extended Written 
Response 

 The Arty Party Themes: What is Art? Authenticity and beauty. 
Reasoning Skills: Hidden premises, summarising ideas, 
analogies, exploring disagreement 

Aesthetics, metaphysics, 
ethics 

Weekly written 
reflections, 
Participation and  
Extended Written 
Response 

     

9 Cluedo 

 

A look at deductive reasoning and evidence in 

arguments. Fact vs Opinion. How spin is used to 

influence our thinking. 

Reasoning skills: Deductive reasoning; logic and validity. 

Logic, Epistemology Exam – short response 

 

 The trolley 
Problem 

Philosophy as it applies to the programming of self-

driving cars.  Through this they also wrestle with how 

decisions are made and who gets to decide. Should 

certain technologies even exist? 

Reasoning skills: Hypothetical reasoning 

Ethics  Exam – short response 
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 Spot the Fallacies An introduction to fallacies in arguments where 

students learn the structure of an argument and how to 

test the strength and validity of arguments. 

Logic Exam – Argument 
Analysis 

 The Good Life An introduction to the concept of eudaimonia. What 
makes a good life? How do we achieve a good life? The 
students explore a number of philosophical positions on 
how to achieve a good life. 

Social/Political, Ethics, 
Epistemology, Logic 

Argumentative 
assignment 800-1000 
words 

     

10 Philosophy Work life 
What is community and what is work? We investigate 
how the idea of community and work together. 
 
I have my rights! 
What rights do we have and are these tied up with 
obligations? How does trust relate to rights and 
obligations? 
 
Critical reasoning – The Gadfly 
Creating logical arguments through writing structure 
 
Because Science 
A deep dive into inductive reasoning and the eternal 
search for truth. 

 TBA 

 
RELEVANCE TO FUTURE PATHWAYS 
Philosophy is relevant to all pathways as at the core of philosophy is the study of ethics, civics, knowledge and ideation. As the 
demand for entrepreneurial, creative and thinking skills increases, philosophical studies prepare students with the communication 
and thinking skills required in the jobs of the future. 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS 
Field excursions will involve a cost.  
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The study of business and enterprise is relevant to all individuals in a rapidly changing, technology-focused and innovation-
driven world. Through studying Business, students are challenged academically and exposed to authentic and real-life 
practices. The knowledge and skills developed in Business will allow students to contribute meaningfully to society, the 
workforce and the marketplace and prepare them as potential employees, employers, leaders, managers and entrepreneurs of 
the future. The content and skills taught, and the learning experiences encountered within the Business Education subjects are 
designed to provide students with an understanding of how business activity affects the daily lives of everyone as they work, 
spend, save, invest, travel, and play. Students learn in contexts that are familiar, practical and relevant.  

 
Business and enterprise are important for young people in secondary school as students gain a degree of independence in 
accumulating and managing finances, making decisions about choosing products and services and acquiring legal rights and 
responsibilities as citizens.  

 

Introduction to Business and Economics (Year 9) 
 

Every day we all make financial or economics decisions whether we realise it or not. What should we do with that money? 
Should we spend it or save it? Should I buy that brand of shoes or another brand of shoes? All of these questions can be easier 
when you have an understanding of business and economic concepts. This course will provide students with basic financial 
literacy and help them to understand the concepts of debit and credit, savings, loans and investment. It will also introduce 
them to the idea of competitive markets and help them to understand how businesses develop their competitive advantage to 
ensure that consumers purchase their good or service rather than somebody else’s. An understanding of this, can help 
students make informed choices as consumers.  
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Year 10 Introduction to Diploma – VET (Pre-requisite for entry into the Diploma for Years 11 and 12) 
 
The Diploma of Business is our signature program at Yeronga State High School. This introductory course provides students 
with a good insight into what studying the Diploma is like and the level of commitment required and it provides a strong 
foundation for entry into the Diploma in the senior years. Students will begin the first two modules of the Diploma which are 
about prioritising work and managing meetings. 
 

 
 

 
Year 10 Introduction to Accounting 

 
Accounting involves managing the financial resources of the public sector, businesses and individuals. It is a way of 
systematically organising, critically analysing and communicating financial data and information for decision-making. This 
subject will introduce the basic concepts of accounting including business ownership, double entry accounting, basic 
bookkeeping and report writing. It is strongly advised that students wishing to study Accounting in the senior years complete 
this course. 
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Year 10 Economics and Business 
 
Marketing is a crucial function of a Business and is important for the success of any business. If the marketing mix is not well 
thought out, then even the most amazing business idea can fail. In this course, students will develop a business venture idea 
through the use of primary and secondary research techniques and develop a marketing plan that incorporates the 5Ps of 
marketing. They will then implement that plan by operating their business and providing customer service to their clients.  
 

 
 
 
 
RELEVANCE TO FUTURE PATHWAYS 
Students looking at a possible career in Accounting or Commerce are strongly encouraged to study Business Studies. 
Students looking at studying a Business pathway in the Senior School are also encouraged to study Business Studies. The 
Year 9 and 10 program is directly aimed at preparing students for Senior Accounting and Diploma of Business. 
 
Students wanting to study Retail Studies and Accounts Administration in the Senior school should study Business Studies in 
Junior Secondary to get a grounding of business knowledge and skills. 
 

Yeronga SHS has a strong Business culture and has developed strong links with Tertiary Institutions (Griffith and QUT) as 
well as industry leaders such as the accounting firm, KPMG, Axiom College and Prestige Training Service (Diploma of 
Business programme). 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS 
Nil 
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The practical units of this course will look at fitness and skill development in physical activities including swimming, athletics, 
team sports and orienteering. 

COURSE OUTLINE and ASSESSMENT 

Year Topic Description Assessment Length 
7 We Dig It Modified and authentic volleyball activities Physical performance  

 I can be active Explore an participate in a range of physical 
activities  

Short and extended response 300-400 
words 

 In the running Athletics (javelin, triple jump and relays) Physical performance  

 Approaching 
adolescence 

Social, emotional and physical changes Reponses to stimulus 300-400 
words 

     

8 My decision my life Drugs and creating an education action  Extended response 300-400 
words 

 Touch Modified and authentic touch activities Physical performance Touch 

 Get your motor running Explore the fitness and training requirements for 
touch 

Extended response 300-400 
words 

 Super snacks Nutrition guidelines and behaviour Multimodal 2-3 minutes 

 Dance Divas Dance of different genres  Physical performance  

 Jump in the deep end  Learn to swim, lifesaving and recreational 
swimming 

Physical performance  

     

9 On belay Indoor rock climbing and orienteering Physical performance   

 Respectful relationships Personal identity, power in relationships, rights 
and responsibilities 

Short and extended response 
to a case study 

400-500 
words 

 Sustainable health 
challenge 

Propose and justify a response to help address an 
identified health concern 

multimodal 3 minutes 

 Moving More Matters The importance of life long physical activities (e.g. 
Gym) 

Physical performance  

 
YEAR 10 ELECTIVES:  

 
Year 10: Health and Physical Education (HPE) 
This Australian Curriculum subject is a foundation for all senior subjects offered by the HPE faculty. It is recommended for 
success that students are currently receiving a “C” or better in English as there will be assignment tasks in the health field. 
Students will study Australia’s participation in physical activity and they will also explore influences on teenage behaviour. In the 
field students will engage with the team sports of ultimate disc and softball. 
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Year 10: Preparation Physical Education (PEP) 
This subject is specifically tailored for the student who wishes to study the Physical Education (ATAR) General Subject. 
Experience tells us that his course requires students to currently be achieving a B standard in English to achieve success. This 
subject is tailored for academic students who are interested in PE. Assessment includes exams, multimedia presentations and 
assignments. While some practical performance is assessed it is not a major contributor to the final mark. Sports may include: 
netball, athletics field events, badminton and basketball. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Year 10: Fitness and Recreation (HFR) 
This subject leads directly to the senior school offerings of Cert III in fitness (VET) and Sport and Recreation (Applied). Students 
will study elements of both these pathways and will be in a position to study either or both in year 11 and 12. It is recommended 
for success that students are currently receiving a “C” or better in English. Students will explore gym equipment and 
maintenance, training program principles, the principles of coaching and participate in a range of recreational Sports. 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

RELEVANCE TO FUTURE PATHWAYS 
Health and Physical Education is concerned with the study and the practice of physical activity and focuses on the importance of 
physical activity and health in the life of individuals and on the significant role that physical activity plays in modern society. 
Health and Physical Education at Yeronga SHS offers students opportunities to develop knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary 
to lead a healthy life through promoting health of individuals and communities, skill development in physical activity and 
enhancing personal development. 
 
Future pathways for HPE students include: Community recreation industry – lifeguard, recreation activities co-ordinator; Fitness 
industry – personal trainer, fitness instructor, exercise physiologist; Outdoor recreation industry – adventure therapy, 
environmental / outdoor education officer; Sport – athlete, administration, coach, sport scientist; Allied Health – dietician, 
physiotherapist, and massage therapist. 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS  
HPE uniform is required for all HPE classes 
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Food and Textiles Studies is an elective course. It is offered for one semester in Years 8 and 9 and 2 semesters in Year 10. It is 
recommended that students who are interested, study all 4 semesters of Food and Textiles. 
 
Food and Textiles has the well-being of people as its central focus. Studies in this subject area will concentrate upon how people 
act and interact in their daily lives: at work, at school, at home and in the community. There are many challenges for individuals 
and families as they live and work in today’s dynamic and diverse society. Food and Textiles encourages personal independence 
and living effectively for both now and the future in situations relating to food and nutrition, human development and 
relationships, living environments and textiles. 

COURSE OUTLINE and ASSESSMENT 

Year Topic Description Assessment Length 
8 Safety and Hygiene in the 

Kitchen 

 

Students learn about the importance of 
working in a clean working environment, 
using hygienic work practices and following 
personal hygiene rules to avoid food 
contamination.  
 
 

Multimodal  Varied  

 Basic Cookery Skills 

                 

Students learn the basic cookery skills and 
utensils used in the kitchen. We focus on 
measuring skills and following recipe 
procedures.  
 

Practical 
Performance  

5 X 50 Min  

 Mystery Box Challenge  

           

Students will plan, produce and evaluate a 
morning tea item using only the ingredients 
supplied in the mystery box.  

Practical 
Performance 

 70 Minutes 

 Basic Sewing Machine Skills 

 

Students learn the basic skills involved in hand 
sewing and using a sewing machine safely.  
 
 
 

Investigation  300-400 
words 

 Boomerang Bags  

        
 

Investigate, design, construct and evaluate a 
sustainable shopping bag solution.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practical 
Performance  

 6 weeks 
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9 Nutrition for Adolescence 

 

Identifying the food nutrients needed for 
optimal growth 

 

Response to Stimuli 400 - 500 
words 

 Biscuit Manufacture 

                 

Methods of baking biscuits to achieve 
uniformity 

Practical 
Performance 

5 X 50 min 

lessons 

 Food Product Investigation 

 

Investigate Fruits and Vegetables from 
paddock to plate 

 

Multi Modal 4 -5 minutes 

 Textile Embellishment 

 

Adding colour and texture to a pencil case 
design 

Practical 
Performance 

6weeks 

     

10 Designing a Soft Toy 

         

Design, make and evaluate a soft toy.  Practical 
Performance  

6 weeks 

 Pizza Design Brief 

               

Students investigate, design, produce and 

evaluate a healthy pizza option. 

Practical 
Performance 

70 minutes  

 Healthy Snacks Design 

                

Students analyse adolescent nutritional needs 
and design a healthy snack that could be sold 
at school tuckshops.  

Process Journal  500-700 
words 

 Subcultures and Icons in 
Fashion 

         

Students investigate various subcultures and 
fashion icons. They are to design, produce 
and evaluate a wearable art item that 
represents an icon or a subculture.  

Practical 
Performance 
Multimodal  

6 weeks 
4-5 mins 

 
RELEVANCE TO FUTURE PATHWAYS 
Food and Textiles in Junior Secondary leads to a number of subjects offered in the Senior School. There is Hospitality (offering a 
cert II in Hospitality and Tourism in year 11) and Early Childhood Studies that are both applied subjects and lead into industry 
areas suggested by their titles. 
 
The careers relevant to Food and Textiles Design Technologies are: nutrition, teaching, nursing, food technology, tourism, fashion 
and clothing design, childcare, nanny, any of the hospitality fields e.g. chef, housekeeping, waiting and bar keeping. 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS 
Food ingredients: approximately $5.00 - $10.00 for each cookery session (as advised).  
Fabrics: approximately $5.00 - $15.00 for each project (as advised). 
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Music 

This is an elective subject but it has a sequential development and we do not expect that students will drop in and out of the 
Music course in the Junior Secondary. Students considering coming into the subject after Year 8 would need to talk to the Music 
teacher to establish that they have a musical background and pathways we can offer to support their inclusion.  

COURSE OUTLINE and ASSESSMENT 

Year Topic Description Assessment Length 
7 Sounds Great  Students study music theory basics through experimenting 

with texture and timbre in sound sources.  Students perform a 

variety of music to their peers.  

Description – Students study music theory basics through 

experimenting with texture and timbre in sound sources.  

Students perform a variety of music to their peers.  

Performance  
Composition  
Responding  

1- 2mins 
1-2 mins  
200- 300 
words  

 Basic Element of Rock 

 

During this unit, students will gain an understanding of the 

origins of Rock and Pop music styles. Students study keyboard 

and guitar and perform on these instruments to their peers. 

Students study a variety of music genres through responding 

to music.  

Assessment – Performance, composition and responding.  

 

Performance  
Composition 
Responding  

1- 2mins 
1-2 mins  
200- 300 
words 
10 weeks  

7  MADD subject  

 

This subject is a fusion of music and drama. It explores the 
building blocks of music and drama.  Guitar is the instrument 
of practice and the subject culminates in a drama performance 
“Fractured Fairytales”. It will also include viewing of a live 
performance.  

Performance  
 
Responding  

1-2 mins  
 
200- 200 
words  

     

8 Elements of Music 

 

 Student will consolidate their knowledge and skills through 

exploring the elements of music in detail.  

 

Performance  
Composition  
Responding  

1-2 mins  
1-2 mins  
200- 300 
words 

 Aussie Rock  Students will explore a variety of Australian Artists through 

their music. 

 

 
 
 

Performance  
Composition  
Responding 
 

1-2 mins  
 
200- 300 
words 
10 weeks  
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9 Popular Music 

 

 During this unit students will explore various genres of 

popular music. Students will explore how songs are made 

through music software and technology.  

 

Performance  
Composition  
Responding 
 

1-2 mins  
1-2 mins  
400- 5000 
words  
20 weeks  

     

10 Music on the Stage 

 

Students explore a variety of music through Musical Theatre 

and Opera. Students perform and respond to music related to 

the unit.  

  

 

 

Performance  
Responding  
 

1- 2mins  
400 – 500 
words  

 Greatest Hits 

 

Students explore the Greatest Hits through music looking at 
how music has changed and shaped what we listen to today 

Performance 

Composition 

Responding  

 

1-2 mins  
1-2 mins  
 
500 – 600 
words  
 
 
10 weeks  

 Music Basics 

 

During this unit, student’s look at various ensembles and 

groups music can be composed for. Students consolidate their 

skills and knowledge of music theory.  

 

Performance  
Responding  

2-3 mins  
400 – 500 
words  

 Integrated Project 

 

Students are working towards an integrated project 

incorporating responding and composition in preparation for 

Year 11 Music.  

 

Integrated 

project and 

performance 

 

8- 10 mins  
 
10 weeks  

 

Year 10 Music in Practice 
Music in Practice is a more practical course and provide opportunities to plan, create, adapt, produce and perform music. A very 
useful subject for students heading into event /festival/producing pathways in the real world. 
 

RELEVANCE TO FUTURE PATHWAYS 
The Junior Secondary Music program prepares students for the Senior Music Authority subject. Most tertiary courses relevant 
to music require an audition as well as good school achievement in Music and other academic subjects.  
 
Students who study music gain insight, develop sensibility and learn to balance self-discipline with artistic freedom. The study of 
music can develop an enduring love and lifelong involvement with music, as well as open up job opportunities such as: early 
childhood or primary teaching, secondary teaching, arts administration, music therapy, radio and television work, library work, 
sound recording, advertising, the retail industry, bands and orchestras. 
 
As music is an important part of our way of life, it makes a large contribution to our personal, social and cultural identity. It also 
contributes to the development of the individual through the development of aspects such as memory, co-ordination and 
creativity and offers a unique form of self-expression, communication, self-discipline and artistic freedom. 
 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS, EQUIPMENT AND EXPECTATIONS 
It is expected that Music students will have their own musical instrument. If not, they will need to pay the instrumental levy in 
order to borrow school instruments. 
 

Year 9 and 10 music students should be involved in the school’s instrumental program and willing to participate in the school’s 
bands or ensembles. 
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Drama 
Drama is an elective subject in Years 7, (MADD) 8, 9 and 10. It is suggested that students who intend studying Drama in Senior 
should at least have completed the subject at Year 10 level to gain an understanding of what is involved. 
 
Drama helps students develop as articulate, assertive and confident young men and women who can take responsibility for their 
own decisions, and are capable of taking an active place in a highly competitive world. 
Drama also gives students opportunities to move into an imagined world – to share experiences and take on the values and 
attitudes of others. This is necessary in order to develop the student’s ability to view themselves, their peers, their actions, their 
world and their problems from a variety of perspectives. 
 
Through these experiences, it is anticipated that students will experience a growth in understanding of themselves and of 
others. Above all, drama gives students the scope to think critically and perform with expression.  

COURSE OUTLINE and ASSESSMENT 

Year Topic Description Assessment Length 
7 MADD  

 

This subject is a fusion of music and drama. It explores 
the building blocks of music and drama.  Guitar is the 
instrument of practice and the subject culminates in a 
drama performance “Fractured Fairytales”. It will also 
include viewing of a live performance. 

Performance  
Responding  

1- 2 mins  
200- 300 
words  

     
8 What is strength?  

 

This unit explores the idea of strength in drama; internal 
and external. It uses key drama text “The Apology” to 
study realism and the skills of performance.  Collage 
drama including poetry, movement and text is then used 
to present a range of dramatic statements. A script will 
be created by each group. 
 Students will view a live performance.  

Performance 
Making  
Responding   
 

2- 3 mins  
1-2 mins  
400 – 500 
words  
20 weeks  
 

     
9 What makes me laugh?  Commedia dell’ arte and the elements of comedy are 

explored in this unit. Students work through the 
commedia characters and in groups create small 
performances.  

Making  
Presenting  

2- 3 mins  
2- 3 mins  
10 weeks  

 What is a dramatic 
transformation? 

 

Students explore the plays Juice and Hoods to create 
performances that focus on stagecraft and creating 
spaces.  
The Greek myth in the play is then used to create an 
improvisation for performance students will then 
present.  
Students will view a live performance.  

Performing  
Making  
Responding  

2- 3 mins  
1- 2 mins  
400 – 500 
words  
10 weeks  

     
10  What is a missing Voice?   

 

Students do a detailed study of realism and performance 
skills. They explore the text ‘The Stones” or” The Girl 
who Cried Wolf” both of which explore marginalised 
characters. They then use this as a stimulus to create a 
dramatic political monologue which they direct for the 
class about people who are not heard. Students will view 
a performance in this unit.  

Performance 
Making  
Responding   
 

2- 3 mins  
1- 2 mins  
400 – 500 
words  
20 weeks.  
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 What is non-realism: 
Romeo and Juliet and 
physical theatre? 

 

Students investigate the style of physical theatre and 
non- realistic modes of expression to create dramatic 
meaning.  They use the text Macbeth to create a 
performance using physical theatre and devise a script. 
Students will view a performance.   

Performance  
Making  
 
Responding  
 

2- 3 mins  
300- 400 
words.  
300 –400 
words  

     

 

 
Year 10 Drama in Practice 
Drama in Practice is a more practical subject that provides opportunities for students to develop language, speech 
communication, performance and overall confidence for real life situations. Students will also experiment with the 
technical side of theatre and how to do lighting and sound. It is also an opportunity to do prepare for real life work 
situations through working in groups and creating theatre. 

 
 
RELEVANCE TO FUTURE PATHWAYS 
The Junior Secondary Drama program prepares students for the Senior Drama Authority subject. Most tertiary courses relevant 
to drama require an audition as well as good school achievement in drama and other academic subjects. Drama in practice is a 
more practical subject offering opportunities for development in language, speech communication and performances in a range 
of spaces and situations.  
 
Students who study drama gain insight, develop sensibility and learn to balance self-discipline with artistic freedom. There are 
job opportunities such as theatre, television, radio or stage performance, early childhood or primary teaching, secondary 
teaching, arts administration and drama therapy. 
 
ADDITIONAL COSTS 
Each student is required to wear a black performing outfit for presentation tasks. A plain black T-shirt and a pair of track-pants 
are sufficient. 
 
Excursions form part of the course and there are costs involved in these. 
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Industrial Technology 
 
Industrial Technology involves the development of skills and knowledge in construction and materials handling. Students will 
use materials such as wood, plastics and metal, as well as electrical components, to construct practical and functional objects. 
Junior Woodwork & Metalwork prepare students for senior Trade Training subjects that include landscaping & construction, 
furniture making, engineering and automotive.  

 

Year 8 – Manual Arts 
In Manual Arts, students develop knowledge and skills relating to the use of a variety of materials, tools, machines and 
processes through the planning and production of quality practical projects. Students learn to competently and safely use a 
range of hand tools, power tools and machines to assist in the construction of projects.  

 

 
Year 9 – Woodwork 
In Woodwork, you will make small projects which use a range of timbers and acrylic. You will learn to use a range of hand tools, 
power tools and machines to assist in the manufacturing of a lolly dispenser, phone speaker and car. 
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Year 9 – Metalwork 
A developmental unit designed to introduce students to the workshop environment and allow them to demonstrate learned 
skills and their practical ability. Student will carry out activities including cutting, marking out and other basic sheet metal 
working skills. 

Projects include a card box, dustpan and a design task in which the students design and construct an item within the 
specifications provided. These projects provide a base knowledge for those students who are endeavouring to continue studies 
in engineering, automotive or other practical pathways. 

 

 

Year 10 – Woodwork and Furniture Making 
In Furniture Making, you will manufacture a variety of projects using hand tools, power tools and machines. You will learn a 
range of processes and techniques to produce some items to use at home. Projects include a keepsake box, knife block and 
chopping board, and a shoe rack. 

 
 
 

Year 10 – Engineering 
Engineering provides opportunities for students to develop knowledge, understanding and skills in using a variety of metals on 
metal lathes, milling machines and MIG, ARC and OXY welding. 

During year 10, students will design and construct many projects employing skills learned and utilising supplied engineering 
drawing. Also students will and construct a mild steel fold down portable BBQ to take home. This course leads on to the Cert 2 
engineering qualification - building a race car in senior. 
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Year 10 - Automotive 
Automotive is a rapidly growing and high-demand trade. In this subject you will learn basic servicing skills as well as tyre fitting 
and balancing. 
 
You will be able to identify all engine and driveline components in a vehicle as well as use machinery and tools specific to this 
trade. This course leads onto the Cert 2 Automotive qualifications in senior. 

 

 
 
 

Design Technology 
Design Technology focuses on the study of product design, environment design, architectural design and graphic design. 
Students will learn to develop design ideas by hand and on the computer. They will produce 2D technical drawings and 3D 
computer models that are presented as printed photographic images, animations, walkthroughs and 3D printed models. They 
will also learn to build by hand, scaled 3D models, prototypes and finished products.  

 
Design Technology is an extremely desirable subject for any student considering careers in the following areas: graphic and 
product design, the building and construction industry, electronics, 3D design, games and animation industry, broader 
computer industries, marine industries, engineering and architecture. 
 

Year 8 – Design Technology 
Be a pinball wizard. You will make a pinball machine and design the moving parts as well as a way of scoring.  You will also learn 
to draw using computers, manufacture your machine using cutting-edge technology (CNC and laser cutting) and learn basic 
electronics to make it cool. 

 
              

Year 9 – Design Technology 
Be a pinball wizard. You will make a pinball machine and design the moving parts as well as a way of scoring.  You will also learn 
to draw using computers, manufacture your machine using cutting-edge technology (CNC and laser cutting) and learn basic 
electronics to make it cool. 
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Year 10 – Design 
In Design, you will develop innovative and creative solutions to real-life needs and situations. You will learn to use advanced 
manufacturing machinery including 3D printing, laser cutting and CNC milling. Projects for this subject include flat pack race 
cars, LED desk top lamps and other personalised items. 

 

    Year 10 – Drone Futures  
Calling all would be pilots. You will learn to fly a drone and get to know how this technology is changing the world. You will also 
use design skills to develop a product that suits primary school aged kids, manufacture the design then test it using your own 
flying skills. 

 
 

 

Media Arts  
 

In Media Arts, students make and study a variety of Media types including, film & television, photography, both 2D and 3D 
animation, digital imaging, print, video games, the internet, mobile media and emerging media technologies such as 
augmented reality. Much of the course is computer based using a range of industry standard software that includes, Adobe 
the Master Collection (Photoshop, Premier, Flash, After Effects, Bridge & Illustrator) and Blender (3D Modelling, texturing & 
Animation). 

 
Media Arts is a modern and relevant subject which will give you the edge in understanding much of how your world works. 
Media and technology are already part of every workplace and every home. Our students need to move from consumers of 
technology to creators of digital media to be successful in our increasingly digital world. 

 

Year 7 – Film & Media 
In film and media, you will use film equipment, green screen technology and editing software to design, plan and make a 
short news story parody based on an alien attack. You will develop your visual literacy and technology skills using Photoshop 
for image production and manipulation, making photomontages, hand colouring black and white photos and 
characterisations. 
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Year 9 – Media Arts 
In Media Arts, you will use industry equipment and technology to explore and understand different film genres, make short 
films, 2D animations and develop image manipulation and production skills through the creation of a spoof film poster.   

 

 
             

Year 10 – Screen & Media 
In Screen and Media, you will engage with popular culture and develop your cinematography, digital imaging and 3D 
animation skills. You will work in groups, using industry standard equipment, to design, plan and make short films on social 
issues and Action or Horror film trailers. You will use software to build on your visual literacy and technical editing skills 
through digital imaging and manipulation and you will build and animate a low poly planet in Blender. 

 
 

Visual Art 
 
Visual Art in Junior Secondary leads to two possible subjects in the Senior School - Visual Art and Certificate III in Visual Art. 
Both subjects would help a student who intended to pursue Certificate or Diploma courses at TAFE. 
 
Students who intend to study Visual Art at University level need a qualifying Tertiary Entrance Score and a photographic folio 
of work. Both Senior subjects would aid the compilation of the folio and also contribute to towards the calculation of an ATAR 
for university study. 
 
Aside from the obvious careers: Artist, Art teacher, Graphic Artist, Designers, Photographers, Architects and Landscapers, 
there are many other vocations where a background in Art studies may be relevant. These include: Primary and Pre-school 
Teaching, Hairdressing, Retail, Marketing and many aspects of the Hospitality industry. 
 

Year 8 – Visual Art 
Get creative, explore colour, make pottery and learn to draw! In year 8 Art you will experiment with the elements of design 
to create a series of artworks using mixed media, painting and clay. 
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Year 9 – Visual Art 
Learn how to make a print like the Japanese masters, and use the techniques of sacred Islamic geometry to create beautiful 
mixed media works. In this subject you will make and respond to artworks that explore the history and culture of the Middle 
East, Europe and Japan. Artworks will be made with a range of mixed media techniques (ink, painting, collage) and 
printmaking (lino printing and etching).  

 
 

Year 10 – Visual Art 
Paint yourself or a friend and build sculptures to state an opinion. In this subject you will explore Western Art movements 
and contemporary practice to make and respond to artworks.  Create portraits with photography, mixed media and painting, 
and make sculptures using found objects to investigate social commentary.   

 

 

Year 10 – Visual Art in Practice 
Do you dream of Instagram entrepreneurship? Is making pottery, works on paper and taking photos something you enjoy? 
In this subject you will develop practical art making skills to create contemporary craft works. Media areas include drawing, 
photography, ceramics and printmaking.  
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Digital Technology 
 

Digiminds 
In Year 7 all students are required to complete the equivalent of a semester of Digital Literacy so they can learn to use 
their laptop device effectively in their classes and improve their computer skills so that they are equipped with the IT skills 
required to be successful in a digital world. From grade 8 this is an elective subject. It is recommended that students 
interested in digital technology choose these electives wherever possible, as the knowledge and content within the 
subject often builds on previous learning. 
 
The national digital technologies curriculum covers a range of useful skills and content. It is about utilising the four-stage 
process of defining, designing, implementing and evaluating digital solutions in a range of contexts. Solutions may be 
developed using combinations of readily available hardware and software applications, and/or specific instructions 
provided through programming. 
 
COURSE OUTLINE and ASSESSMENT - DIGIMINDS 

Year Topic Description Assessment Length 
7 Digital Literacy Students become professional, fulltime 24/7 laptop gurus! 

We work together to investigate how your computer’s 
hardware works, how to get the most out of key software 
and how to stay safe online. By the end of the unit, you will 
be able to use your computer effectively and safely. 

Interactive 
PowerPoint 
Presentation on 
CyberSafety 

2-3 Weeks 

 Making a Game! Do you like playing games on your computer? Thought so! 
Now it’s your turn to code your own using Scratch! Scratch is 
a block-based coding program that lets you code all sorts of 
creative games you can think of. By the end of the term, you 
will have created a range of fun sketches and combined 
them to design and code an educational game. 
 

Plan and Code an 
educational game in 
Scratch 

4 weeks 

     

8 There’s an app for that! Every day people are making millions every day by 
developing apps! This unit will introduce students to the 
basics of JavaScript programming (in friendly block-style 
programming) to enable students to develop an app to solve 
a problem.  

Portfolio of apps 
and final app 
development 
project 
 

10 weeks 

 Wearable Tech Technology is everywhere including on us! Microcontrollers 
can be used to measure our steps, tell us how far we have 
travelled, make us visible in the dark and just for fun. This 
unit will explore how technology can be incorporated into 
our everyday fashion and accessories and includes 
programming of microcontrollers such as Microbits and 
Lilypads. 
 

Wearable prototype 
project 

10 weeks 
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9 Arduino Let your creativity and ingenuity run free as you learn to 
code a micro-computer called an Arduino Esplora and 
motors. Through a series of mini tasks, you’ll learn how to 
write code from scratch and use real-world data to create 
real devices like classroom noise monitors and Morse Code 
transmitters you’re your final task, you invent something 
that helps solve a problem or automates a process. Who 
knows, maybe one day it’ll end up on the TV show The Pitch 
asking for millions of dollars to get it into every household in 
Australia! 

Three mini coding 
tasks and a final 
project where you 
invent and code a 
device of your 
choice 

10 weeks 

 Augmented and Virtual 
Reality 

What you see isn’t always what you get. Technology can 
allow us to change how our reality appears or create virtual 
realities. This unit will investigate how we can utilise these 
technologies in our daily lives to solve problems, educate 
others and enjoy experiences that are otherwise impossible.  

Portfolio of work 
and prototype of 
App 

10 weeks 

     

10 Game Development Build on your programming knowledge to program a 

platformer game using a general-purpose programming 

language like Javascript.  

 

Project 

 

10 weeks 

 Internet of Things Students investigate the concept of automation by creating 
a ‘smart garden’ using a microbit and block-based coding, 
servos, a soil moisture meter and solar panel. The final 
product is a device that automatically measures the soil 
moisture level and waters the plant accordingly. Students 
also investigate solar power and sun trajectories to 
determine maximum efficiency to solar power their project.   

Portfolio of tasks 10 weeks 

 

Robotics – Year 8 Elective 
Do you just want to have fun with Robots? We love DigiMinds and think that it is heaps of fun! However, we know that for some 
people, DigiMinds can just seem a little bit too hard and confusing and that can take away the fun. In this elective we want to 
bring the fun back for those people that love to tinker and play with computers, robots and other gadgets but are overwhelmed 
by algorithms, if-statements, pseudo code and…..oops we’ve lost you! This course is about experiencing these technologies in a 
hands-on environment. We are taking away the high-level thinking and problem-solving and letting you play, play, play!  
 

 
 

RELEVANCE TO FUTURE PATHWAYS 
Ability to comprehensively use and adapt to technology is an increasing priority in schools. It enables students to engage with 
their other subject areas, as well as specialised content. Studying DigiMinds in junior school leads to the possibility of studying 
the Information and Communication Technology applied subject offering 4 points. Studying the Robotics subject then you 
could consider studying the Certificate II in Information, Digital Media and Technology (IDMT) in year 11 and 12 offering 4 
possible QCE points. In upcoming years, we hope to introduce the Diploma of IT which would become the peak of the 
DigiMinds pathway.  

 
ADDITIONAL COSTS 
Students may be required to go on excursions related to their course. It is very rare that there would be more than one 
excursion a year. 
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The study of a foreign language is mandatory in Queensland high schools in Years 7 and 8 and is organised into sequential 
semester units of work. The study of Chinese was introduced into the Year 8 curriculum in 2014, and is the compulsory language 
taught in Years 7 and 8. Chinese will be offered to Year 9 and 10 students as an elective. 

To study Chinese in the senior school, students must have studied five semesters of Chinese across Years 7, 8, 9 and 10. 

Chinese 
The world is becoming increasingly diverse, both in the immediate environment and on a more global level. This diversity 
involves many different ways of knowing, behaving, communicating and thinking. Learning Chinese (Modern Standard 
Chinese) provides access to these different ways and opportunities to broaden understanding of self and others. 
China is a powerful Asian economy with ever-increasing trade links to Australia. Study in this subject increases career and 
employment opportunities, and improves access to the systems of digital communication and representation which are 
increasingly a core component of students’ lives in and out of school. 
 
COURSE OUTLINE and ASSESSMENT 
 

Year Topic Description Assessment Length 
7 My personal world How to introduce one’s family members, their 

occupations, where they are from as well as how to 
say hello and numbers in Chinese. 

Speaking exam 
Listening, 
Reading & 
writing exam 

2 minutes 
speaking & 
40 minutes 
L/R/W 

 School life How to say common classroom objects and stationery 
items and measurement words. We also look at the 
Chinese Zodiac, how it works and its mythology. 

Speaking exam 
Listening, 
Reading & 
writing exam 

2 minutes 
speaking & 
40 minutes 
L/R/W 

 My body parts Learn the vocabulary for the different facial and head 
features. Become confident in introducing myself 
including name, age, year level and favourite colour. 

Speaking exam 
Listening, 
Reading & 
writing exam 

2 minutes 
speaking & 
40 minutes 
L/R/W 

 Nationalities How to say major cities of China as well as those of the 
countries your family are from. 

Speaking exam 
Listening, 
Reading & 
writing exam 

2 minutes 
speaking & 
40 minutes 
L/R/W 

     

8 What is family? Describing our heritage and different nationalities. Listening & 
reading exam 

50 minutes 

 The student life Describing the time and daily routines. Listening, 
reading & 
writing exam 

50 minutes 

 What’s the weather like 
today? 

Comparing weather conditions of different countries 
and describing suitable clothing. 

Speaking exam  
Reading & 
writing exam 

2 minutes 
speaking & 
50 minutes 
R/W 
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 I’m feeling lost! Asking and giving directions and how to travel to 
different locations. 

Listening, 
reading & 
writing exam 

50 minutes 

     

9 My busy life Describing school life and different modes of 
transportation 

Listening, 
reading & 
writing exam 

50 minutes 

 Can I get that in a large? Describing clothing and learning how to bargain at 
stores 

Role-play 
Listening, 
reading & 
writing exam 

3 mins oral 
& 50 mins 
L/R/W 
 

     

10 Travel Discuss plans or experience about vacation (travel, 
job, compare various tours to China, Australia and the 
world) 

Listening, 
Reading and 
speaking Exam 

50 minutes 

 iWorld Discuss various forms of media and evaluate their 
usefulness and relevance in modern society (internet, 
print, TV, radio); create a qq or weibo account and 
compare them to facebook and twitter; debate the 
relevance of print media in today’s society; express 
opinions on the positives and negatives of technology 
use; evaluate differing opinions (generations, 
parents/kids) on technology use. 

Speaking: 
Debate – Print is 
Dead 
Listening and 
Reading 
Assessment 

10 mins 
debate & 
50 mins 
L/R 

 My leisure life Express opinions on music choices, TV programs and 
movies  Discuss the Chinese influence on music/ 
movies / TV / novels (Journey to the West) across Asia 
and the western world; discuss the influence of 
western countries on China’s traditional leisure 
activities; use online dictionaries and translation tools 
to assist writing – discuss how they can hinder 
meaning if used incorrectly. 

Student Profile 
(hand written) 
Listening Exam 
Comprehensive 
Exam (R) 

60 mins 

 Health Participate in a debate on whether the food at the 
canteen is healthy or not? Compare the language 
techniques and attitudes conveyed in Chinese 
advertisements to Australian advertisements; create a 
digital advertisement for a restaurant using PPT or 
other relevant app; discuss the typical eating habits of 
young Australian kids using questions and phrases like 
examine the influence of Chinese food across the 
world. 

Food Journal  
Listening Task 

150 
characters 
& 10 mins 

10 Cert II Applied Languages Offered to year 10 students before school on 
Wednesdays. Please see Song Huang or Holly Haswell-
Smith for more information. 

  

 

RELEVANCE TO FUTURE PATHWAYS 
Chinese is taught as foreign languages in Queensland high schools and are regarded as major international languages. The study 
of a foreign language provides many opportunities for employment: in the fields of education, hospitality, tourism, commerce, 
industry, trade, banking, the armed forces, medical services, the public service, the diplomatic service and the police service. 
Knowing a foreign language also has recreational benefits in that knowledge of another language and culture can be very useful 
when travelling overseas. 
 

ADDITIONAL COSTS 
Cultural excursions when appropriate (transport costs) + venue costs (when applicable). 
 
  



43  

 
The Yeronga State High School English as an Additional Language or Dialect (EALD) Program supports the English language 
development of immigrant and refugee students who have language backgrounds other than English. Students arrive from: 

 Milpera State High School (a reception centre for new arrivals who come from language backgrounds other 
than English) 

 primary schools 

 interstate 

 directly overseas 
 
ORGANISATION 
Learners are placed in EALD classes where they continue to receive intensive English support while they are gradually 
integrated into mainstream classes. Placement depends on their: 

 chronological age 

 educational background 

 language development needs 
 

SUPPORT OFFERED 
In Years 7, 8 and 9 an EAL/D program is provided that reflects materials and topics offered in the mainstream classes.  English, 
Humanities, Maths, Science and ICT are taught as required. When students move into mainstream subjects, they can still 
access EAL/D support.  

 
Year 10 is a transition year.  To meet students’ needs we offer: 

 Parallel EAL/D English, Maths and Science classes cover the Australian curriculum while continuing to promote language 
acquisition for those students whose English language skills are still developing 

 Additional support classes are provided in a variety of subject areas, as required, to support students with educational 
gaps 

 EAL/D classes with a specific focus on English language skills and support are Skills for English (with a focus on 
communication skills) and Academic English (with a focus on academic writing) 

 All teachers at Yeronga SHS are trained in EAL/D strategies to support those students who have integrated into 
mainstream Key Learning Areas 

 
 


