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What is the ATAR system?

University Entry!

Mr Brad Milford – Guidance Officer 
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What is QTAC (Queensland Tertiary Admissions Centre)?

• A not-for-profit organisation operating since 1975

• Owned by seven Queensland universities

What do we do?

• Assess approximately 75, 000 applications a year

• Make offers in 1,700 undergraduate courses on behalf of 16 
institutions



What is QCAA? (Qld Curriculum and Assessment Authority)

• Established in 2014, formerly Queensland Studies Authority (QSA)

• Statutory body – reports to Minister of Education

What does it do?

• Responsible for kindergarten to year 12 syllabus development

• Provides testing, assessment, moderation and certification services to 
Queensland’s education community



OP to ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank)
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• OP has been used in Queensland since 1992

• A new system of assessment and tertiary entrance is being introduced

• It will start with students starting Year 11 in 2019

• There will be a new curriculum including new subjects

• ATAR will be used for commencement in 2021



What is ATAR?
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Primary mechanism used nationally for tertiary admissions

ATAR is not a grade, it is a rank

Indicates a student’s position relative to other students

2,000 point scale from 99.95 down to 0.00

ATARs less than 30.00 will be expressed as “30 and below”
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Eligibility

Page 8

5 General 

Subjects

4 General 

Subjects 

+

either:
• Applied Subject

• Completed   Cert III 

or Higher  VET Qual

ATAR



English – Compulsory Subject
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Students must successfully complete one of 
the following:

• English

• English as an Additional Language

• English & Literature Extension

• Literature

• Essential English
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Name Change Example

Maths A

Maths B

Maths C

General Maths

Mathematical Methods

Specialist Maths

Essential Maths
Prevocational 

Maths



Examples of Study Patterns for ATAR
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• Essential English

• Accounting

• Modern History

• Japanese

• Music

• English

• Dance

• Visual Art

• Study of Religion

• AQF Certificate III in

Business

•English

•Mathematical Methods

•Specialist Mathematics

•Physics

•Chemistry
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Other Important Subject Changes

Semesters of Study Units of Study

4 Semesters of Study Units 1 & 2

Units 3 & 4

+
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Units 1 & 2

• Formative units

• Provide feedback to 
students on their progress

• Between 2 and 4 
assessments

• Summative units

• Result to be based on

 3 Internal Assessments       
+ 

 1 External Assessment

Units 3 & 4
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External Assessment

• Common to all schools

• Same time, same day

• Developed and marked by 
QCAA

• Conducted in term 4

• Assessing subject matter from 
units 3 and 4 only



Sequence of Events
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QCAA collects unit 3 & 4 

subject results and 

completed VET 

qualifications

QTAC 

receives 

results from 

QCAA

QTAC 

scales 

results

QTAC releases 

ATARs

ATARs calculated on a 

ranked scale of 99.95 to 

0.00 



Subject Scaling
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The process by which raw subject results are adjusted for a given 
subject for fair comparison with the results from any other subject 

to calculate ATARs.

Subject A  Subject B
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Important

Students should continue to choose subjects 

• they enjoy,

• that they are good at, and 

• that are prerequisites for the courses they 
want to apply for

Historically, STEM  and challenging general 
subjects scale higher 
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VET for tertiary entrance

Completed Vocational Education and 
Training (VET) courses will still be used 
for tertiary entrance in two ways:

1. VET incorporation into ATAR; and/or

2. VET as the basis of admission
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How will VET be included in the ATAR?

Each VET qualification level will have a single scaled score 

that can be included in the student’s ATAR

Cert III in Hospitality and Cert III in Lab Skills will have the 

same scaled score, regardless of duration or content

A scaled score for a VET Diploma will be higher than a 

Certificate IV, which in turn will be higher than a Certificate III
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Bonus Schemes

Bonuses (EAS, subject, etc) will continue 
to be applied after the ATAR is calculated

QTAC will continue to administer bonus 
schemes which have been determined 
by individual institutions
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Mythbusting

Can certain subjects like Physics increase a student’s ATAR?

NO. A student can only maximise their ATAR by performing 
well in their subjects 

What pattern of subjects will guarantee an ATAR of 99.95?

No pattern will. However, it is expected that very high ATARs 
like 99.95 may only be possible from ATARs based on 5 
General Subjects  
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Mythbusting

Does it matter what school the student attends or what postcode 
they live in?

NO. These will not feature in the ATAR calculation 

Will QTAC have an ATAR calculator for students or schools to use?

NO. QTAC will only release the actual ATARs 
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Mythbusting

Will QTAC be giving predictive subject scaling information before 2020?

NO. Until the 2020 student results are obtained, QTAC will 
not be scaling any subjects

Will QTAC be releasing the actual scaled subject information?

YES! It will be released as soon as possible in December 
2020 and then annually



Assessment Procedures under the ATAR 

system and Academic Integrity

Mrs Kathy Fortescue – Dean of 

Students Senior School
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Assessment Procedures

 Year 11 and 12 assessment procedures align with 

QCAA: QCE-QCIA Policies and Procedures



Feedback, Checkpoints and Drafts

Only one draft

Teacher written feedback within a week 
of submission

Feedback identifies where errors have 
been made

Feedback does not allocate a mark, edit 
work or introduce new ideas or language



Due Dates for Submitting or Completing 

Work

 Students complete or submit assignment work (including 

the assessment cover page), to their teacher on the due 

date by the due time. 

 Most assessments shall be submitted to the teacher via 

the on-line program ‘turnit-in’ by midnight on the due 

date; exceptions for VET and some practical or 

performance assessments.

 VET students may have a number of opportunities to 

complete work.

 Practical or performance assessments must be completed 

by the performance date.



Failure to submit by the due date and 

time

No rating OR judgements (rating) 

based on evidence of student 

work/performance collected during 

the assessment preparation period 

(e.g. checkpoint or draft)



Applying for Extensions

Illness, Emergency or Misadventure – Discuss the absence IMMEDIATELY 

with either:

 the school Guidance Officer (Mr Milford)

 HOD Senior School (Ms Truong)

 Dean of Students (Mrs Fortescue)

 Deputy Principal of Senior School (Mr Logan)

And complete the form “YSHS AARA – Confidential Student Statement” and 

attach supporting documentation (e.g. police report, statutory 

declaration, or QCAA form “Confidential Medical Report” signed by a 

medical practitioner.



APPROVED ABSENCE for OTHER REASONS

Situations that are of the student’s or parent/carer’s own 

choosing (e.g. family holidays) are not eligible for 

consideration.

QCAA examples of reasons for school-approved absences include:

 school, district, regional, state or national representation for 

school-supported sport, student exchange program or artistic 

endeavours

 audition or entrance exams (state, interstate or international)

The Principal shall decide whether the assessment shall be completed before, on or 

after the due date.
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Assessment Modification due to disability, impairment, 

medical condition or other barrier (AARA)

Some students have disabilities, impairment and/or medical conditions, or 

experience other circumstances that may be a barrier to their performance 

in assessment. 

Access arrangement and reasonable adjustments (AARA) are designed to 

assist these students. AARA:

 Address – disability, impairment, chronic medical condition or other 

barriers

 Are cognitive, physical, sensory or social/emotion in nature

 Are the results of – existing or chronic conditions; newly arising illnesses or 

misadventure.



Assessment Modification due to disability, impairment, 

medical condition or other barrier (AARA)

You need to discuss the condition with either the Head of 

Inclusive Practices (Ms Grown-Lieu) or the Guidance 

Officer (Mr Milford).

For non-VET subjects complete the form “YSHS AARA –

confidential student statement” and provide recent 

professional documentation of the condition OR organise 

for a medical specialist to complete the QCAA form. 



Academic Integrity

Relates to students responsibilities to complete 
assessment in an honest, moral and ethical way.

Breaches of Academic Integrity are dealt with as 
misconduct. Penalties include but are not 
limited to:

 Not rated

 Rating based on content proven to be the 
student’s work



Assessment in the New System

Mr Bob Logan – Deputy Principal Senior 

School
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UNITS not SEMESTERS

 Each subject (General & Applied) has 4 units.

 It is up to each school to make judgements about unit length. 
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Units 1&2 – Formative Assessment

 2 assessment tasks for each unit, school developed (verified through state 

high school cluster network meetings)

 Units provide skills and content required for units 3&4

 Unit 1&2 assessment does not contribute to ATAR or Senior Statement

 Unit 2 General Subjects – ‘External Exam’ like conditions for exams 
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Units 3&4 GENERAL SUBJECTS

 4 assessment tasks per subject totalling 100 marks

 Three school based, QCAA endorsed assessments (also known as IA: 

Internal Assessment)

 One external exam  during weeks 4-7 in term 4 yr12

 3-5 school weeks preparing for external exams

 Most YSHS unit 3 assessment occurs during yr12 – maturity, 

preparedness

 Students will know their subject marks prior to sitting the external 

exams, either ?/75  or ?/50
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External Assessment

• Mathematics and Science 
subjects will have 50% external 
assessment

• All other General subjects, will 
have 25% external assessment

• Marking done by accredited 
QCAA markers around 
Queensland



What is the QCE?

Miss Phuong Truong – Head of Department Senior 

Schooling



Senior Education Profile:

Senior Statement

The Senior Statement is a transcript of a student’s learning account. It shows all contributing 

studies and the results achieved. 

QCE

The QCE is Queensland’s senior secondary schooling qualification. To be issued with a QCE, 

students need to complete the set amount of learning, at the set standard, in a set pattern, 

while meeting literacy and numeracy requirements. 

QCIA

The QCIA recognises the achievements of students who undertake individualised learning 

programs. To be eligible, students must have impairments or difficulties in learning that are not 

primarily due to socioeconomic, cultural or linguistic factors. 



QCE Requirements







Calculating your QCE Credits





















Questions from the Floor – and 

Clarifications

Mr Bob Logan – Deputy Principal Senior 

School
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